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Roman Geography
Rome was a city located in the center of the Italian Peninsula. Its central location 
became important for trade and commerce. The seas and the large mountain 
chain to the north called the Alps offered protection to the Romans and allowed 
them to develop far away from other powers of the eastern Mediterranean. By 
the first century B.C.E., Rome’s geography helped it to expand and take control 
over the entire Mediterranean Sea.
Later, Herodotus began to record historical events, trying to keep an accurate 
record of human events. He was the source of much of the ancient history we 
know today. The study of history continued with Thucydides who looked at 
events and noticed that certain themes repeated themselves throughout history. 
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Early Rome and the Republic 
(700 B.C.E.-30 B.C.E)
You Mean a Pack of Elephants Almost Defeated Rome?

Roman God Jupiter 
Source: http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/2/25/0_
Jupiter_-_Louvre_MR_254_-_Louvre-Lens_%282%29.JPGRoman Mythology

The early Romans practiced a polytheistic faith that was largely based upon Greek mythology. Both the Greeks and  
Romans used stories and myths to explain events in their world. The gods were humanlike, had flaws, and also helped 
explain life events. Important deities, or gods, included Jupiter, Juno, Apollo, Diana, Minerva, and Venus. Like the 
Greeks, Roman gods became a central focus of art, literature, and architecture. Roman mythology still influences  
Western Civilization in the form of symbols, words, and other idealized images. 

Social Structure
The Romans were the first to use a representative democracy, a style of government where leaders were elected to meet 
the needs of the people they represented. Roman society was divided into patricians, the wealthy, and plebeians, the majority 
of the population. Citizenship was granted to both patrician and plebeian men and a few selected foreigners, while slaves and 

Roman Expansion 
Source: http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/6/62/Expansion_of_
Rome%2C_2nd_century_BC.gif

Roman Expansion
By 264 B.C.E. Rome had expanded to 
control the entire Italian peninsula. In 264 
B.C.E. Carthage, a former Phoenician 
colony, began to compete with Rome for 
trade. This rivalry eventually led to a  
series of conflicts known as the Punic 
Wars (264-146 B.C.E.). Hannibal, an  

women were excluded. The rights and responsibilities of citizenship 
included voting, taxes, and military service. The main bodies in Roman 
politics were the Senate, the Assemblies, and the consuls.  
The two consuls were executives and proposed laws to the legislative  
(law making) bodies. Each consul had veto power over the other so 
that both had to agree on legislation before it could be approved.  

Hannibal Invading  
Italian Peninsula  
Source: http://upload.wikimedia.org/ 
wikipedia/commons/d/dc/Hannibal3.jpg

important Carthaginian general, attempted to invade the Italian peninsula with a group of  
elephants but was unsuccessful. These wars resulted in Roman victory, the destruction of  
Carthage, expanded borders, and increased wealth and trade. After the Punic Wars, Rome 
continued to conquer lands in the eastern portion of the Mediterranean and gained territory in Africa, Asia, and Europe 
until it ruled over the entire Mediterranean basin. 
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Quick Review

Connection to Today
Identify and explain 2-4 ways the Roman system of government is 
similar to that of the United States.

Resources
Learn 360
● Italy: History and Culture (http://goo.gl/urGuc)

● Roman Empire (http://goo.gl/6wx0Q)

● Roman Forum (http://goo.gl/RyJ7Y)

● Greek Myths  (http://goo.gl/dO9Eo) 
   (connection to Roman Mythology)

● Punic Wars (http://goo.gl/39jBx)

● Hannibal of Carthage (http://goo.gl/oJ1SG)

1. The gods and goddesses who became the  
major influence for Roman Mythology were 
borrowed mostly from- 

3. The title that best fits in the diagram is-  

A. Egypt
B. Greece
C. Carthage
D. Mesopotamia

4. Create a visual diagram (chart or picture) that describes aspects  
of Rome’s social structure. 

Key Vocabulary
Commerce: trade in goods and services

Deities: somebody or something resembling 
or treated as a god

Representative democracy: government 
where leaders are elected by the people 

Patricians: wealthy landowners

Plebeians: working class people and the poor

Senate: aristocratic lawmaking group of the 
government made up of patricians

Assemblies: lawmaking group of the  
government made up of plebei

Consul: one of two powerful officials elected 
each year to command the army and direct the 
government

Veto: to stop a law from being passed

Basin: a broad area of land surrounding and 
draining into a lake or sea

A. Senate
B. Forum
C. Twelve Tables
D. Pantheon

2. The general depicted in the picture 
crossing the Alps is-
A. Boudicca
B. Attila
C. Alaric
D. Hannibal


